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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MANHATTAN’S LAST FARMHOUSE JOINS “i was here” PROJECT

THE DYCKMAN FARMHOUSE MUSEUM WILL PARTNER WITH THE ‘i was here” PROJECT TO
DISPLAY ARTWORK THAT HONORS THE LIVES OF THOSE WHO WERE ENSLAVED IN THE AREA
ON THE EXTERIOR OF THE FARMHOUSE

New York, NY (July 2021) - The Dyckman Farmhouse Museum Alliance is excited to announce its
partnership with the “i was here” project as part of its continued effort to raise awareness about the
enslaved peoples who lived in Inwood, Manhattan.

The “i was here” project launched in October 2018 as a collaboration between artist Marjorie Guyon,
photographer Patrick Mitchell, and poet Nikky Finney. The project seeks to integrate art and history
regarding slavery into everyday life, outside of museums and universities. The collaborators began by
focusing on areas that had historically served as slave markets, with the goal of creating a "on-the-street
museum" that would serve as a haunting reminder of the location's previous existence. They started in
Cheapside Square, one of the most notorious former slave auction sites in the United States, and
approached local shop owners to ask whether their windows might be used, utilizing translucent
tapestries as roman shades that could be raised and lowered. Everyone agreed.

Images of contemporary African American men, women, and children have been transformed into
"Ancestor Spirit Portraits" in the exhibition" i was here." These images serve as a living tribute to those
who were enslaved and sold at these sites. For those who have lost track of their own ancestors, these
portraits can serve as a collection of archetypal ancestors. The project references touch points in the
history of slavery through the use of latitude and longitude - the Bight of Benin, Black Wall Street in Tulsa,
the Igbo Landing on St. Simon's Island Georgia, the Lorraine Hotel in Memphis, and the Broeck Race
Course in Savannah - and it has now reached New York City, at the Dyckman Farmhouse Museum.



The “i was here” project will start by digitally exhibiting virtual overlay art on the Dyckman Farmhouse and
in the surrounding neighborhood of Inwood followed by a lecture as part of the Dyckman Farmhouse
Museum’s Talking About Race Matters: Join the Conversation lecture series on September 1, 2021. The
Dyckman Farmhouse Museum Alliance is thrilled to continue to take part in a nationwide conversation
around the past and current effects of slavery and hopes that this partnership will serve as a reminder
that slavery existed in the North.

As of late, the Dyckman Farmhouse Museum Alliance has been committed to ensuring that the stories of
those who were enslaved on the Dyckman property and in Inwood are not forgotten. The Museum’s
exhibit Unspoken Voices honors the legacy of Black America through art displays throughout the
farmhouse, and the DyckmanDISCOVERED initiative is dedicated to researching and unearthing the
stories of those who were enslaved in Inwood and in the farmhouse itself.

About the Dyckman Farmhouse Museum Alliance

The mission of the Dyckman Farmhouse Museum Alliance is to support the preservation of the historic
namesake site, to be a catalyst for engaging, adventuresome programming and to be a good neighbor
and a dynamic resource for the uptown Manhattan community. The Dutch Colonial-style farmhouse,
perched above Broadway at 204t Street, was built on this site by William Dyckman around 1784 and was
originally part of several hundred acres of farmland owned by the family. In 1915, family descendants
purchased the farmhouse, restored it and donated it to the city. It has been open to the public since
1916. Today, nestled in a small garden, the farmhouse is an extraordinary reminder of early Manhattan
and an important part of its diverse Inwood neighborhood.


https://dyckmanfarmhouse.org/unspoken-voices-honoring-a-legacy-of-black-america/
https://dyckmanfarmhouse.org/dyckmandiscovered/

